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if the British armies would also retire within British
limits. In other words, they would retire for fifty miles
if the British would retire to separate destinations for
500, leaving the whole of the Nizam's country open
to their combined attack. Colonel Welleslev took this
as tantamount to a declaration of war, and at once
commenced operations by storming Ahmednagar, which
belonged to Scindia; and then, in co-operation with
Colonel Stevenson, marched against the allies. Events
followed as quickly as they had done in Mysore four years
previously. The battles of Assaye and Argaum followed
in rapid succession, and Gawilgurh, the last stronghold
of the Rajah, and Berar and Nagpur, fell on the I5th
December, 1803, and peace negotiations were concluded
with him the 23rd of the same month, the campaign having
opened in August of the same year. On the east coast,
Colonel Campbell had overrun and conquered Cuttack,
belonging to the same Rajah, and in the north General
Lake, by a series of brilliant actions, had taken Aligarh,
Agra, and Delhi, and, after gaining the battle of Laswarry
(ist November), had made himself master of the whole
of the country between the Ganges and the Jumna. In
their last operations Lake was opposed by the celebrated
battalions of De Boigne, now commanded by Perron,
but they proved entirely unable to face the British Force.
The result of the war was that Scindia and the Rajah
of Nagpur had to make considerable concessions of
territory, in which the Nizam as our ally received a share.
The treaty does not contain the actual money value of
this share, but it consisted of the whole of the districts
west of the river Wurda and east of Khandesh, now known
as Berar. Some of these districts were in the exclusive
possession of Nagpur, and in the others the Mahrattas
exercised a joint administration with the Nizam, known